Role and Referral Pathways of
the Forensic Nurse Examiner




Objectives of this session

* Background of the FNE role
e The role of the FNE in Victoria, Australia

 The referral process in our regional area



A little history..............

1970’s United States

1996 Us and Canada

Program differs to the Australian model....
Called SANE - Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
Structure of the program differs



Role of the SANE

e Care for the sexual assault victim, offers
emotional support while attending to his/her
physical needs

e |n Australia, one of the differences is that the
Nurse, while providing quality care is not
necessarily there in a supportive role. There
are others that provide the emotional support
during their journey such as CASA (Centre
Against Sexual Assault) e

B2 cash Forum

N
i ‘ Victorian Centres Against Sexual Assault




Role of the Forensic Nurse in Australia

Examine the victim of sexual assault
Collect forensic samples as required
Document injuries clearly

Provide treatment for injuries
Arrange referrals as required



Role of the Forensic Nurse in Australia

Documentation includes:

* History, medical and sexual

* |njuries

 Treatment received inc. medications
* Forensic specimens collected

e Professionals involved



Role of the Forensic Nurse in Australia

Medico-legal report

* Includes a complete professional report
regarding the examination

* Provides an opinion to the reader regarding
the findings from the examination



Role of the Forensic Nurse in Australia

Court attendance:

e Attends court when requested

* Provides support for the medico-legal report



Forensic Nurse role in Victoria

* Provides a blood collection service to the
Victorian Police, when requested, for drug and
alcohol testing of the general public in Traffic

offences




The Future of the Forensic Nurse

Potentially a widening of the role in general
* To include an examination of general assaults

Relaxing of the current policies

* To include the examination of potential
victims, prior to Police involvement



Referrals from the Police

Police have a code of practice which is used as
the basis of their response to sexual assault

For more information

A number of these websites have access to

different langaages. They may pat you in contact
ieh a culsmlly specific service.

Women's Legal Service Victoria

email: justice@vicnct netau

Tekphone 3642 0877

Freecall segional arcas: 1800 133 302

Centres Againt Senal Amault (CASA)
www.cana. org.au

Vidtodan Sexual Assaub Crisks Line
Telephone 1800 806 292

Immigeant Wonsen's Domestic Vielenor Service
e v o au

Telephone: 3698 3145

Domenic Violence & [ncest Resouroe Centre
wvrw.dvisc.org s

Telephone: 3486 9866
Department of Human Services

wwwdh vic.govans

Telephone: 1300 650 172 (general enquinies)
After Houns Child Proteation - Stmtewide
Telephone: 131 278

Islamic Woamen's Welfare Council

of Victoria Inc.

email; iwnev@vienenetam
WV, et e

Telephone 3419 7858

Viaods Police Website

wvrw police-vic govau

Emergency contact numbers

Emergency (24 houns) 000
Pelice {24 houn) 000
Ambulance (24 houss) 000
Telephaone Intempreting Service 131 450
(24 houn)

Victorian Semal Asault Crisis Line 1800 806 292
(24 houns)

Victim Suppon Agency 1300 659 419
{not 24 hours service)

Women's Domestic Viakence
Crisis Service (24 boun) 1600015 188

Office of the Public Advocate 9603 9500
Freecall pegional areas 1300 309 337
([not 24 houn service)
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Our C Process

CASA
Victorian Police
SOCIT/SOCAU

Roster
emailed to
Police
monthly

Available FMO or FNE /
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